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LATE  NEWS 


The  Brazilian  Government  has  removed  all  export  restrictions  on 
cotton  except  that  destined  for  soft  currency  countries  with  which 
Brazil's  trade  balances  are  already  unfavorable.    The  temporary  ban  on 
exports  was  announced  on  April  k,  1951,  to  allow  the  Government  to 
investigate  the  supply  situation,  but  the  date  on  which  these  restrictions 
were  lifted  is  not  available. 


The  Cuban  Government  announced,  effective  July  1,  1951,  a  basic  rice- 
import  quota  of  3,250,000  quintals  (330  million  pounds)  and  simultaneously 
a  preliminary  supplementary  quota  of  1,250,000  (127  million  pounds),  making 
a  total  quota  of  ^50,000,000  quintals  million  pounds).    This  compares 

with  the  low -duty  quota  during  the  July -June  1950-51  year  of  325,000,000 
quintals  (330  million  pounds).  Against  the  new  k^G -million -pound  quota, 
the  112  million  pounds  of  rice  now  in  Cuban  free  ports  will  be  charged. 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 

Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and 
consumers  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in  the 
crop  and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consump- 
tion of  farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.  Circulation 
of  this  periodical  is  free  in  the  United  States  to  those  needing 
the  information  it  contains  in  farming,  business  and  professional 
operations.    Issued  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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WORLD  EXPORTS  OF  BANANAS  SLIGHTLY  INCREASED 

Exports  of  bananas  from  the  world's  principal  exporting  areas  totalled 
98.0  million  bunches  in  1950  compared  with  96.2  million  in  19I+9  and  the  5- 
year  (1935-39)  average  of  111.6  million  bunches.    World  imports  totalled 
95.6  million  bunches  in  1950  compared  with  96.5  million  in  19^9  and  the 
prewar  average  of  111. 5  million. 

The  Western  Hemisphere  supplied  80.7  million  bunches  of  the  world's 
banana  exports  in  1950  compared  with  the  prewar  average  of  92.0  million, 
82  percent  in  each  period.    Africa,  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  supplied  most 
of  the  remainder  in  1950  with  16.6  million  bunches  or  17  percent  of  the 
world  total  exports.    In  the  prewar  period  Africa  exported  an  average  of 
12.5  million  bunches  or  11  percent  of  the  world  total.    Since  the  close  of 
World  War  II  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in  rehabilitating 
banana  production.    The  chief  difficulty  is  the  control  of  disease,  although 
labor  trouble  in  some  producing  areas  and  political  disturbances  in  some 
others  have  retarded  expansion.    The  world  market  probably  would  absorb 
a  substantially  larger  volume  if  more  relatively  high  quality  bananas 
could  be  produced. 

From  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean  area  exports  totalled  59  J5 
million  bunches  in  1950  compared  with  61.8  million  in  19^9  and  the  5 -year 
(1935-39)  average  of  73 •!  million.    As  compared  with  prewar,  Costa  Rica, 
Honduras,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Guadeloupe,  Haiti  and  Martinique 
exported  substantially  increased  volumes  in  1950,  but  most  of  the  other 
areas  show  decreases,  particularly  British  Honduras,  Mexico,  Nicaragua, 
Cuba,  and  Jamaica  where  quality  control  has  not  been  effective. 

Exports  from  South  America  totaled  21.2  million  bunches  in  1950 
compared  with  18.7  million  in  19^9  and  the  prewar  average  of  18.9  million 
bunches.    Ecuador  increased  exports  substantially  in  1950  over  any  of  the 
previous  years  while  the  volume  originating  from  Brazil  and  Colombia 
continued  below  prewar. 

There  has  been  little  recovery  in  banana  exports  from  Asia  since  the 
close  of  the  war,  although  information  for  Formosa,  the  principal  supplier 
of  this  area,  is  lacking. 

Banana  exports  from  Africa  continued  to  increase  in  1950  and  exceeded 
the  prewar  tonnage  by  33  percent.    The  Belgian  Congo,  the  Canary  Islands, 
the  French  Cameroons,  French  Guinea,  Ivory  Coast,  Nigeria  and  Cameroons  all 
show  increases  over  prewar. 

The  United  States  continued  to  be  the  principal  importer  of  bananas 
but  the  volume  totaling  57.3  million  bunches  declined  slightly  in  1950 
from  the  levels  of  recent  years  and  of  the  prewar  period.    Imports  into 
Canada,  totaling  3-5  million  bunches,  increased  slightly  over  19^9  and 
exceeded  the  prewar  volume  by  55  percent. 
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Imports  into  Europe  increased  from  23.6  million  bunches  in  19^9  to  28. h 
million  in  1950.    The. prewar  average  was  33-0  million  bunches.    The  increase 
in  1950  over  19^9  was  shared  by  all  countries  except  Spain  and  the  United 
Kingdom.    Imports  into  some  European  countries  in  1950  were  substantially 
above  prevar. 

Imports  into  Argentina  and  Chile  declined  in  1950  from  19^9  and 
prewar  levels  but  those  into  Uruguay  increased.    The  total  reported  for 
South  America  in  1950  was  5.2  million  bunches.    Imports  into  Asia,  Africa 
and  Oceania  continued  to  be  relatively  small  since  the  imports  into  Japan 
have  not  recovered. — By  Gustave  Burmeister,  based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign 
Service  reports.    A  more  extensive  statement  will  soon  be  published  as  a 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 

BRINED  CHERRY  CROP  IN  ITALY  SMALLER  THAN  HI  1950 

The  1951  cherry  crop  in  Italy  will  be  elightly  below  the  1950  crop 
of  115,000  short  tons  because  of  heavy  rains  during  the  blossoming  season. 
The  pack  of  brined  cherries  in  1951  probably  will  be  around  30,000  barrels 
or  about  50  percent  of  last  season's  pack.    Estimates  of  the  1951  pack 
are  based  on  the  following  factors: 

1.    Cost  of  cherries  where  produced  is  8  cents  per  pound,  around 
twice  the  cost  in  1950.    To  prepare  a  barrel  of  cherries  it  requires 
around  35°  pounds  of  fruit  and  total  cost  per  barrel,  regardless  of 


classification  is  as  follows: 

Cost  of  cherries   $25.60 

"'  Labor   .....   12.80 

Barrels    4.00 

Miscellaneous  expanses  ,»»  .   4.00 

Total  . . .  $46.40 


2.    The  increase  in  the  United  Kingdom  demand  for  cherries  in  syrup 
is  another  reason  for  the  high  price  of  fresh  cherries.    Packers  estimate 
that  250,000  cases  will  be  exported  in  1951  as  compared  with  80,000  cases 
during  l£>50,  90  percent  of  the  total  pack  in  syrup  will  be  exported  to 
the  United  Kingdom. 

3.    Buyers  in  the  United. States  market  usually  want  first  quality 
cherries,  and  their  demands  are  strict  regarding  size  and  color. 
Exporters  do  not  feel  they  can  pack  and  ship  cherries  to  meet  these 
specifications  at  prices  offered  by  American  importers. 
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k.    Only  exporters  who  have  stocks  of  last  year's  pack  can  even 
approximate  meeting  the  price  of  Ik  cents  per  pound  c.f.  currently  being 
offered  by  United  States  importers,  in  that  current  wholesale  price 
of  1950  pack  cherries  is  18  cents  per  pound  c.f.  second  quality  at  16  cents. 
Prices  of  the  1951  pack  have  not  yet  been  established. 

Official  export  statistics  of  brined  cherries  are  no  longer  available 
but  local  exporters  believe  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
Canada  were  the  most  important  purchasers  in  1950.    Between  8,000  and 
10,000  barrels  of  the  1950  pack  of  cherries  in  brine  remained  in  the 
hands  of  packers  and  exporters.    This  heavy  carry-over  is  the  result  of 
a  very  large  1950  pack. 

Prices  for  the  1950  crop  were  $27.20  to  $30.80  per  barrel  f .o.b.  for 
first  quality  and  $22.1+0  to  $2^.00  for  second  quality.  --By  Bath  6, 
luckier,    "based     in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 


LARGE  1951  MEDITERRANEAN  FILBERT  CROP  FORECAST  l/  . 

The  1951  preliminary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Italy,  Spain 
and  Turkey,  the  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  133,100 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  83,500  tons  in  1950  and  1^8,200 
tons  in  19^9.    The  forecast  exceeds  the  10 -year  (19^0-^9)  average  of 
101,700  tons  by  31  percent  and  the  5 -year  average  (19^5 -^9)  of  11^,000 
tons  by  17  percent.    The  forecast  for  Turkey  is  the  third  largest  in  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century  and  about  k^t  times  as  large  as  the  poor  crop 
of  last  year.    The  present  forecast  for  Italy  is  a  little  above  the 
average  while  in  Spain  the  forecast  is  somewhat  below  the  average.  The 
United  States  crop  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  relatively  poor  one 
of  la3t  year. 

Growing  conditions  in  Turkey  up  to  late  June  were  very  good;  however, 
a  crop  in  Turkey  is  never  assured  until  after  the  storms  which  come  in 
from  the  Black  Sea  late  in  June.    The  growing  conditions  in  Spain  have 
been  good  with  ample  rainfall  reported;  however,  the  trees  are  still 
suffering  from  the  severe  drought  of  a  year  ago.    It  is  reported  some 
trees  have  died  out  and  have  been  removed.    The  conditions  in  Italy  have 
been  Spotty  depending  on  the  district.    In  the  Naples -Avellino  district 
there  was  ample  rain  but  low  temperatures  and  in  Sicily  weather  is 
reported  to  have  caused  about  a  20  percent  loss.    The  Italian  crop  follows 
an  extremely  heavy  one  in  1950  and  could  therefore  be  expected  to  be 
smaller. 

l/   A  more  extensive  statement  will  soon -be  published  as  a  Foreign"" 
Agriculture  Circular  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  P.C. 


July  9,  1951 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


32 


Filberts,  unshelled:    Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1951  with  comparisons 

(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 


Italy 


Spain 


Turkey- 


Mediter- 
ranean , 
Basin . 
total 


United 
States 


World 
total 


Average; 
19SeCl+9 

19^5. kg 


Annual: 


19^5 
1946 

19^7 
1948 

19^9 

1950  1/ 

1951  1/ 


Short  tons 


Short 


tons 


Short .tons 


Short- tons 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


21,900 
26,500 

15,700 
1*7,800 
9,900 
26,1*00 
32,700 
42,900 
29, 500 


21,800 
20, 000 

18, 000 
18,200 
33, 000 
14,500 
16,500 
17,600 
15,600 


58,000 

67,500 

33,000 
90, 000 
60, 500 
55,000 
99, 000 

23,000 
88, 000 


101,700 

114,000 

66,700 
156,000 
103,400, 

95,900.. 

148,200 

83,500 

133, 100 


6,700. 
8,000 

5,320 
8,450 
8,800. 

6,440 
11, 140. 
2/  6,120 

3/ 


108, 400 
122, 000 


72, 020 
164, 450 
112,200 
,  102,340 
]  159,340 
89,620 


1/  Preliminary. 

2/    This  estimate  is  expected  to  "be  revised  upward  July  10,  1951.,' 
3/    1951  estimate  will  he  released  July  10,  1951. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of    V ,  &.  foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  inforaiation , 
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UNITED  STATES :  Imports,  for  con  sumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 
 {Crop  year,  September -August ) 


Year 


Italy 


Average :  ' 
1940-41/1949-50  

1945-  46/1949-50  ....  

Annual; 

"I9inpf5  .....c  ...... 

19^5-46  ....o,......,.,.. 

1946-  47  ..... 

1947-  48   ,  

1948-  49  ...... ...0  

1949-  50  

1950-  51  1/ 


Spain 


Other 
Turkey  {countries 


Total 


Average ; 
1940-41/1949-50 
1945-46/1949-50 


Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

[Short  tons:Short  tons, 

Short  tons 

46 

87  ' 

195  : 
24  : 

♦  < 

SHELLED 
•     2,175    ?.       29  i 
!     3,651    :        57  ! 

:               »  ! 

2,447 
3,819 

"  0 
178 
133 
39 
43 
43 
595 

i  1,191 
1          6  : 
!  1 
t  0 
:  0 
i  113 
i  43 

;     2,989  ' 

!       4,231  ! 
!       4,921  . 

:     2,398  ; 
;     3,623  i 
!     3,082  : 
;  1^065 

0  ! 

:      180  i 
;         5  ! 
:        11  i 
!        30  : 
1        60  « 
64  , 

!  4,180 

!  4,595 
\  5,060 
:  2,448 
{  3,696 
:  3,298 
:  1.767 

UNSHELLED 

207 

406 


Annual;  : 
192*4 -45   '.,„.. 5  0 

1945-  46  .:  361 

1946-  47   ..:  1,600 

1947-  ^   «.,..:  .3 

1948-  49  ...........  :  44 

1949-  50  ..  :  24 

1950-  51  1/  .............. 0  1 

1/    6  months,  September  through  April. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


31 

56 


16 

220 

69 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


239 

466 


16 

589 

1,669 

3 

44 
24 


UNITED  STATES 


Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption  l/ 


Year         \  Mexico 

Cuba 

1  Argentina 

j  Canada 

\     Other  1 

;  Total 

: Short  tons 

[Short  tons 

:  Short  terns 

[Short  tons 

[Short  tons 

.Short  tons 

Average :  : 
1945-46/1949-50        9  l 

!       150  ! 

12  1 

!      46  i 

50  ! 

!  267 

Annual : 

T94TP+5... 

1945-  46... 

1946-  47 

1947-  48  .. 
1940-49 

1949-  50  ... 

1950-  51  2/ 

1/   Unclassified  as  to  sholled  and  unshelled.    Included  in  "other"  nuts  before 
1943. 

2/   8  months,  September  through  April. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


2 

101 

0  ! 

;  120 

35  : 

258 

3 

97 

1 

0  ! 

1  21 

28  : 

149 

12 

158 

: 

52  J 

!  45 

23  : 

290 

t 

28 

145 

• 

6  : 

!  155 

t 

132  ? 

466 

: 

1 

162 

• 
• 

0  : 

:  4 

• 
• 

27  : 

194 

: 

0 

188 

: 

0 

:  6 

42  : 

236 

. 

5 

• 

280 

• 

0 

:  26 

• 
t 

22  : 

333 
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As  the  1950-51  marketing  year  draws  to  a  close  It  was  estimated  that 
17,200  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remained  in  these  countries  of  which 
Spain  is  estimated  to  have  12,000  tons  or  70  percent  of  the  total,  Italy 
U,500  tons  and  Turkey  700  tons.    The  stocks  available  at  this  time  represent 
about  21  percent  of  the  1950  harvest  and  17  percent  of  the  1950  available 
supply  (carry-over  and  new  crop  at  the  start  of  the  season).    Last  year 
at  this  time  it  was  estimated  stocks  totalled  11,000  short  tons  and  at 
the  beginning  of  the  1950-51  marketing  season  stocks  were  estimated  at 
5,600  tons  which  was  about  k  percent  of  the  19^9  harvest. 

The  1950*51  export  season  was  one  of  the  best  on  record  for  Italy, 
fairly  good  for  Turkey  and  not  so  good  for  Spain.    The  official  export 
statistics  for  the  season  to  date  are  not  yet  available;  however,  using 
those  that  are,  and  trade  estimates  for  the  balance  of  the  period,  it 
appears  some  56,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  were  exported  to  June  1, 
1951  from  these  countries.    The  exports  represent  about  63  percent  of  the 
available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season,  that  is,  the  carry-over 
from  19*+9  plus  the  1950  harvest. 

Italy  was  the  principal  exporter  with  about  57  percent  of  the  total 
followed  by  Turkey.    Spain  had  considerable  difficulty  in  exporting 
filberts  and  was  a  poor  third. 

On  the  import  side  it  appears  Germany  was  the  largest  buyer  of  filberts 
during  the  season  to  date,  followed  by  Switzerland,  the  United  Kingdom, 
Sweden  and  France.    The  German  purchases  were  heaviest  in  Italy,  less  in 
Turkey  and  minor  elsewhere.    The  United  States,  according  to  foreign 
statistics,  was  a  rattier  minor  market  for  filberts;  however,  from  September 
1  to  April  30,  official  import  statistics  show  1,76*7  short  tons  of  shelled 
were  received  from  abroad  and  3  tons  of  unshelled.    Turkey  supplied  1,065 
tons  and  Italy  595  tone  during  this  period. 

With  the  1951-52  marketing  season  still  about  2  months  away  and  the 
world  beset  with  economic  and  political  disturbances,  it  is  difficult  to 
predict  what  is  to  be  expected  during  the  next  season.    In  Turkey  all 
indications  point  to  an  active  season  with  a  forward  sale  to  the  United 
Kingdom  of  a  substantial  tonnage  already  reported.    The  early  season 
inquiries  from  other  countries  have  been  gratifying,  although  no  forward 
sales  to  these  countries  have  been  reported  to  date.    In  general,  exporters 
are  very  optimistic  and,  barring  any  major  economic  or  political  upset 
abroad,  feel  they  will  be  able  to  sell  their  crop.    The  Spanish  export 
trade  is  less  pleased  with  the  prospects  for  the  new  season. ,  It  is  faced 
not  only  with  the  competition  from  the  other  countries  but  also  with 
excessive  carry-over  and  burden*©®©  ooatrols  at  home.    The  Italian  exporters 
are  less  optimistic  about  the  coming  marketing  season  in  view  of  the 
competition  from  the  large  Turkish  crop  and  growers'  ideas  on  what  new -crop 
filberts  should  bring.    They  report  few  inquiries  for  future  delivery  and 
moBt  of  the  reliable  exporters  are  not  greatly  interested  in  such  business 
at  this  time.-*By  Walter  R.  Schreiber,  based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign 
Service  reports. 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

JAPAN'S  GRAIN 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

The  1951  harvest  of  summer  grains  in  Japan  is  expected  to  show  a 
slight  increase  over  the  comparatively  high  level  of  the  past  2  years, 
and  will  be  well  above  the  prewar  average,  according  to  J.C.  Dodson, 
Attache,  Office  of  United  States  Political  Adviser,  Tokyo. 

The  slight  increase  occurred  in  the  barley  crop.    Offioial  forecasts, 
as  of  June  1,  place  the  wheat  outturn  at  h$  million  bushels,  the  same  as 
a  year  ago.    At  the  same  time  the  total  barley  crop  was  forecast  at  8l 
million  bushels,  compared  with  the  1950  production  of  about  80  million 
bushels.    Production  of  these  grains,  as  indicated,  would  be  only  slightly 
below  the  1951  production  goal  set  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry.    No  production  forecasts  have  been  released  for  the  minor  grains 
of  the  area,  but  indications  point  to  about  normal  harvests. 

Acreage  in  wheat  and  barley  is  slightly  smaller  than  in  1950  but 
yields  up  to  or  better  than  last  year's  high  level  maintained  the  production. 
Crop  conditions  improved  materially  after  a  bad  start  in  some  areas  because 
of  excessive  rainfall  at  seeding  time.    Relatively  dry  sunny  weather  aided 
plant  development  in  mid -winter  after  the  unfavorable  start.    Some  stem 
weakness  caused  by  high  temperatures  and  rapid  growth  was  apparent  in  March 
and  early  April,  but  later  weather  has  strengthened  the  plants.  Heading 
was  generally  a  few  days  later  than  usual,  but  the  harvest  was  moving 
smoothly  under  favorable  weather  conditions,  at  last  report.    Damage  from 
floods,  disease,  and  insects  was  reported  less  than  normal. 

Prices  of  wheat,  barley  and  naked  barley  continue  under  Government 
control,  and  at  latest  report  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry 
was  completing  plans  to  allocate  delivery  quotas  to  farmers.    Plans  for 
assigning  quotas  were  delayed  somewhat  by  prospects  of  decontrol  of  price 
and  distribution  of  1951  wheat  and  barley.    Approval  of  such  a  move  was 
achieved  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  final  approval  by  the 
House  of  Councillors  failed.    Opposition  to  the  move  was  said  to  be  based 
chiefly  on  the  uncertainty  of  food  imports. 

Government  control  of  prices  of  oats,  rye,  corn,  millet,  and  buckwheat 
was  removed  March  1,  when  farmers  were  authorized  to  sell  these  crops  on 
the  free  market.    Increases  over  the  formerly  controlled  prices  were 
reported  general.    Final  schedules  of  prices  to  be  paid  growers 
for  wheat  and  barley  have  not  yet  been  announced.    It  is  conceded,  however, 
that  the  prices  will  be  substantially  above  1950  rates,  because  of  the 
sharply  rising  parity  index. 
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TOBACCO 

U.K.  TO  TAKE  LESS  SOUTHERN 
RHODESIAN  TOBACCO 

The  British  Board  of  Trade's  Tobacco  Advisory  Committee  has  agreed  to 
reduce  it 3  purchases  of  Southern  Rhodesia's  1950-51  tobacco  crop  to  enable 
the  country  to  supply  leaf  to  continental  European  and  other  non-priority 
markets.    Under  the  original  agreement,  the  United  Kingdom's  tobacco 
manufacturers  were  entitled  to  purchase  two -thirds  of  the  total  leaf  crop. 
Based  on  the  first  official  estimate  of  77.4  million  pounds,  the  United 
Kingdom  would  have  received  51.6  million  pounds;  however,  it  is  now 
agreed  that  it  will  forego  taking  its  share  of  the  extra  5.8  million 
pounds  expected  to  be  available,  according  to  later  estimate  which  now 
places  the  1950-51  leaf  crop  at  about  83.2  million  pounds. 

It  is  believed  that  this  gesture  by  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  tobacco  industry  in  Southern  Rhodesia  which  for 
sometime  has  felt  the  need  for  developing  markets  for  other  than  the 
United  Kingdom  and  other  British  Commonwealth  countries, 

ECUADOR'S  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION,  CIGARETTE 
MANUFACTURE  AND  IMPORTS  INCREASED 

Ecuador's  1950  tobacco  production  is  estimated  at  about  twice  as 
large  as  the  previous  year's  outturn,  according  to  A,  H,  Lester,  Assistant 
Consular  Attache,  Consulate  General,  Guayaquil,    Domestic  cigarette 
production  in  1950  was  5  percent  above  19^9.    Cigarette  imports  during 
1950  were  16  percent  above  the  1949  total. 

The  country's  1950  leaf  production  is  estimated  at  2,4  million  pounds, 
compared  with  1.2  million  pounds  in  1949.    The  increased  outturn  is 
reportedly  attributed  to  the  abandonment  of  direct  control  of  tobacco 
production  by  the  Government  of  Ecuador.    The  manufacture  of  domestic 
cigarettes  for  1950  is  preliminarily  estimated  at  52.7  million  packages,, 
compared  with  an  official  estimate  of  50.4  million  packages  during  19^9. 
Ecuador's  manufacture  of  other  tobacco  products  is  relatively  unimportant 
when  compared  with  domestic  cigarette  output. 

Import b  of  cigarettes,  the  most  important  tobacco  import  item, 
during  1950  totaled  6,0  million  packages  compared  with  5.2  million  packages 
in  1949,    Practically  all  cigarette  imports  were  supplied  by  the  United 
States. 

GREECE  RENEWS  TOBACCO  TRADE 
AGREEMENT  WITH  PORTUGAL 

The  Greek  and  Portuguese  Governments  have  renewed  for  one  year  the 
tobacco  trade  agreement  originally  entered  into  between  the  20  countries 
in  19^9,  according  to  David  M.  Maynard,  Economic  Counselor,  and 
J.  Enepekides,  American  Embassy,  Athens,  on  May  17,  1951. 
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Under  the  agreement,  Greece  is  to  supply  leaf  tobacco  to  Portugal  and 
officials  of  the  Greek  Ministry  of  Commerce  are  hopeful  that  1951  leaf 
purchases  by  the  2  firms  which  virtually  control  the  tobacco  trade  in 
Portugal  will  be  better  organized  and  will  reach  the  $750,000  target  set 
in  the  new  trade  agreement,    They  feel  also  that  elimination  of  private 
barter  transactions  will  help  stabilize  trade  conditions  as  well  as  bring 
about  more  orderly  trade  relations  between  the  countries.    During  1950 
Portugal  imported  almost  800,000  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco  from  Greece. 
This  compares  with  less  than  100,000  pounds  in  any  previous  year  on  record, 
In  most  years  Portugal  normally  has  not  imported  any  leaf  tobacco  from 
Greece . 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

TRADE  IN  ARGENTINE 
WOOL  AT  STANDSTILL 

International  trade  in  Argentine  wool  is  virtually  paralyzed  by  the 
Argentine  Government's  refusal  to  grant  export  licenses.    With  respect  to 
coarse  wools,  the  Government  has  established  March  1951  prices  as  the 
minimum  eligible  for  licensing.    Since  United  States  offers  are  now 
considerably  lower,  dealers  are  forced  to  hold  their  stocks,  pending  future 
developments.    In  fine  wools,  the  government  not  only  insists  on 
higher - than -current  -market  prices,  but  contends  also  that  the  remaining 
supplies  must  be  conserved  for  local  industry. 

As  shipments  on  existing  licenses  were  largely  finished  during  May 
little  movement  is  expected  for  the  rest  of  the  season  if  present  pricing 
policies  are  pursued. 

Total  shipments  of  Argentine  wool  for  the  current  season  (October  1950- 
through  April  1951) ,  amounts  to  160  million  pounds  compared  with  a  movement 
of  255  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    Of  the  total  the 
United  States  received  about  83  million  pounds,  or  over  50  percent,  France, 
Italy  and  Germany  were  the  next  most  important  recipients  with  19,  10  and 
9  million  pounds,  respectively. 

Shipments  during  April  1951  totaled  about  23  million  pounds,  actual 
weight,  of  which  over  11  million  pounds  were  destined  to  the  United  States. 
United  States  consular  invoices  issued  in  May  indicate  a  movement  of  only 
1.5  million  pounds  in  that  month. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WOOL 
EXPORT  TRADE 

South  African  wool  declared  for  export  to  the  United  States  in  May 
1951  totaled  nearly  2  million  pounds  compared  with  only  600  thousand  pounds 
in  May  1950.    The  United  States  has  been  more  active  in  Union  Markets 
this  year  than  in  19^9-50.    Exportc  to  the  United  States  through  April  1951, 
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totaled  about  35  million  pounds,  actual  weight.    This  volume  was  second  only 
to  shipments  to  the  "United  Kingdom,  which  received  about  50  million  pounds. 
South  African  exports,  July  1950  through  April  1951,  totaled  about  177 
million  pounds  compared  with  157  and  195  million  pounds  for  the  same  periods 
in  the  1949-50  and  1948-49  seasons,  respectively. 

LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS 
IN  GUATEMALA 

The  Guatemalan  Government  recently  released  the  results  of  livestock 
numbers  of  the  Agricultural  Census  of  1950.    Previously  there  was  no 
comprehensive  data  on  livestock  numbers  in  Guatemala.    Presently  the 
Production  Development  Institute  is  holding  meetings  to  formulate  plans 
for  increasing  the  low  livestock  production  of  the  country. 

GUATEMALA :    Livestock  numbers  in  1950 

Classification  !  1950  l/ 

1,000  head 

899 
413 
738 
239 


1/  Agricultural  Census. 

ANGOLA'S  IMPORTS  OF  U.  S. 
MILK  PRODUCTS  INCREASE 

J, Purchases  of  milk  products  from  the  United  States  in  1950  by  Angola, 
Portuguese  colony  in  southwest  Africa,  were  almost  double  the  volume  of 
the  preceding  year.    Imports  in  1950  totaled  817,238  pounds,  valued  at 
$347,979,  compared  with  imports  in  1949  of  497,377  pounds,  valued  at 
$245,978. 


Angola:    Imports  of  milk  products  from  United  States, 

1949  and  1950 


Item 

\  1949 

i  1950 

j  Quantity 

;  Value 

[  Quantity 

j  Value 

Dried  whole  milk  ; 

Nonfat  dry  milk  solids   : 

Infant b'  and  dietetic  foods  \ 

Malted  milk,  etc  

Fresh  and  sterilized  milk...; 
American  Cheddar  cheese  . . . . \ 

:  Pounds 
:    290,175  : 
-    140,690  ; 

l       59,667  ! 

!       2,520  : 
825  : 
3,500  : 

:  Dollars 

I   185,934  : 

:     30,148  I 
:     26,374  : 
:      1,104  ! 
:         498  : 
1,920  j 

:  Pounds 

:   594,440  1 
:  82,185 
!    120,660  : 
!     14,805  : 
s  5,148 

:  Dollars 

:  278,667 
:  30,654 
:  25,830 
:  10,539 
:  2,289 

497,377  : 

245,978  J 

817,238  ! 

347,979 

Cattle   

Hogs  ......... 

Sheep  ........ 

Horses  &  Mules 
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•     •  FATS  AND  OILS 

FRENCH  RAPESEED  PROSPECTS 
GOOD  FOR  1951  - 

France's  oilseed  prospects  for  1951,  particularly  for  rapeseed,  are 
brighter  than  for  most  other  crops,  according  to  QuentinR.  Bates,  Assistant 
Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Paris.    As  of  May  1,  1951,  the 
area  sown  to  rapeseed,  by  far  the  most  important  oilseed  crop  grown  in 
France,  amounted  to  293,000  acres,  or  14  percent  greater  than  that  of  a 
year  ago.    Although  the  cold,  vet  weather  has  affected  the  crop  more  in 
"some  areas  than  others,  the  general  condition  of  the  crop  is  about 
the  same  as  last  year. 

Spring  planting  of  oilseeds  was  greatly  delayed  by  the  unfavorable 
weather.    Only  966  acres  of  poppy  seed  and  2,l42  acres  of  sunflower  seed 
were  sown  by  the  first  of  May--71  and  65  percent  less,  respectively, 
than  were  sown  by  that  date  In  1950.    However,  it  was  expected  that 
additional  quantities  would  be  seeded  as  rapidly  as  conditions  permitted. 

In  1950,  total  area  sown  to  rapeseed  was  estimated  at  273,910  acres 
from  which  137,270  short  tons  of  seed  were  produced  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and.  Markets  of  February' 26,  1951,  page  223).    Plantings  of  poppyseed-- 
5,030  acres--and  sunflower  seed--l8,560  acres --produced  1,600  and  10,210 
tons  of  seed,  respectively,  last  year. 

INDIA'S    SESAME  PRODUCTION 
DECREASES  IN  1950 

India's  sesame  seed  production  in  1950  is  estimated  officially  at 
471,520  short  tons,  a  decrease  of  2.3  percent  from  the  revised  1949  output 
of  482,720  tons,  according  to  the  American  Embassy,  New  Delhi.  Although 
the  area  sown  to  sesame  in  1950 --5, 245, 000  acres --was  3 percent  greater 
than  in  1949,  the  increased  planting,  mainly  in  the  States  of  Rajasthan 
and  Uttar  Pradesh,  was  more  than  offset  by  lower  production  in  Hyderabad, 
Madras,  and  Uttar  Pradesh  due  largely  to  untimely  and  inadequate  rains 
during  the  growing  season. 

FINLAND'S  VEGETABLE  OILSEED 
AND  OILS  SITUATION  IN  1950 

Finland's  total  production  of  vegetable  oilseeds  in  1950  amounted  to 
about  3,830  short  tons,  compared  with  4,670  tons  in  1949  and  2,450  tons 
in  1948,  according  to  the  American  Legation,  Helsinki.    Flaxseed  made 
more  than  80  percent  of  the  1950  output;  the  remainder  consisted  of  rape, 
turnip -rape,  and  mustard  seed.    Experiments  with  poppy  seed  proved 
unsucessful. 
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FINLAND:    Oilseed  acreage  and  production, 
1950  with  comparisons 


Oilseed 

• 
« 

Acreage 

Production 

:  19'*o 

:  19^9 

:  1950 

:  1940 

:     19^9  • 

1950 ±J 

• 

Acres 

Short  tons 

*         <  ■ 

9,617 
.:  32 

:  13,042 
:  348 
:  292 

:  11,199  : 
:  1,344  1 
:l/    247  : 

2,1^5 
10 
25 

:  -4,475 
:        75  : 

80-: 

3,090 
685 

55 

.:  9,753 

:  13,682 

:  12,790  ! 

2,450 

:    4,630  : 

3,830 

■  f  .  1     ...      1  - — ....   t  /  :..t,.t:„  ,  ..-...■s^,.  1  -,,n     .     /  '  .   t„  ~„  ,  i  ,~,  ft  — 

1/    Legation's  estimate 

2/    Includes  oil  flax  and  combination  oil  and  fiber  flax,  hut  not  flax  grown 


for  fiber  only. 

Finnish  State  Granary  except  where  otherwise  noted. 

The  domestic  vegetable  oil  industry  in  Finland  consists  of  2  crushing 
mills,  for  flaxseed.    Capacity  production  of  about  18,740  tons  of  seed  per 
year  has  never  been  reached,  however,  and  in  1950  only  1,345  tons  of  crude 
linseed  oil  were  produced  from  4,000  tons  of  seed. 

All  rape,  turnip -rape  and  mustard  seed  grown  in  recent  years  has  been 
shipped  to  Sweden  or  Denmark  for  extraction  and  the  oil  returned  to  Finland. 
In  March  1950,  a  company  was  incorporated  by  about  7,600  farmers  for  the 
construction  of  an  oil  pressing  and  extraction  plant  at  Raisio.    The  plant, 
which  is  scheduled  for  completion  by  the  end  of  1951,  will  have  a  daily 
capacity  of  about  110  tons  of  seed. 

Finland's  first  refining  plant  for  edible  oils  and  fats  started 
operations  in  April  1950  and  has  facilities  for  refining  about  13,250  tons 
of  crude  oils  and  fats  yearly. 

Domestic  oilseed  cultivation  in  1944-49  was  possible  only  under 
a  price  guarantee  law  which  officially  tied  .the  price  of  oilseeds  to  the 
price  of  rye.    A  new  law  for  1950-54  guarantees  the  purchase  of  all  oilseeds 
from  contract  cultivations  and  the  payment  of  guaranteed  prices  in  f inmarks, 
which  are  adjusted  yearly  according  to  the  index  for  producers'  prices  for  . 
all  farm  products.    For  the  1950  crop,  the  Finnish  State  Granary  paid  the 
following  wholesale  prices  to  collectors  for  standard  quality  seeds  for 
industrial  use:    flaxseed  -  60  f inmarks  per  kilogram  ($6.63  per  bushel); 
rape  and  turnip -rape  seed  -  55  f inmarks  per  kilogram  ($217  per  short  ton). 
The  price  to  the  growers  was  5  f inmarks  per  kilogram  (l  cent  per  pound) 
lower . 
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Total  consumption  of  vegetable  oils  by  principal  industries  in  1949 
amounted  to  17,340  tons,  compared  with  15,755  tone  in  1948  and  25,255  tons 
in  1938«    All  of  the  oils  consumed  were  imported,  with  the  exception  of 
the  linseed  oil  produced  domestically  from  imported  and  domestic  flaxseed. 
No  information  is  yet  available  for  1950. 

Household  use  of  edible  oils,  mainly  olive  oil,  vaa  estimated  at  55 
tons  per  year  in  1949  and  1950.    Even  under  normal  conditions,  vegetable 
fats  and  oils  are  not  used  to  any  marked  extent  in  Finnish  households. 
Domestic  production  of  margarine  in  1950  for  local  consumption  amounted 
to  17,280  tons  compared  with  14,920  tons  in  1949.    No  lard  is  available. 

During  1950,  imports  of  vegetable  oils  amounted  to  19,364  tons  and 
included  linseed  oil  -  6,178  tons,  olive  oil  -  191,  tung  and  oiticica  oil  - 
443,  palm  and  palm  kernel  oil  -  428,  coconut  oil  -  7>179,  rapeseed  oil  - 
394,  peanut  oil  -  855,  soybean  oil  -  577,  castor  oil  -  331,  and  other 
vegetable  oils  and  fats  -  991  tons.    Total  imports  of  vegetable  oils  in 
1949  and  1938  amounted  to  14,057  and  18,470  tons,  respectively.  Flaxseed 
Imports  in  1950  were  294  tons,  compared  to  929  tons  in  1949  and  8,832  tons 
in  1938. 

Stocks  of  vegetable  oils  held  at  any  time  in  the  past  2  years  by 
the  margarine  industry  have  amounted  to  about  2,200  tons  (less  than  2  months' 
supplies).    The  paint  and  varnish  industry  states  that  it. hopes  to  obtain 
in  1951  a  supply  of  about  6,600  tons  of  linseed  oil,  about  10  percent  of 
which  will  be  crushed  from  domestic  seeds  and  the  balance  imported  either 
as  flaxseed  or  linseed  oil. 

The  State  Granary  has  been  authorized  by  the  cabinet  to  make  contracts" 
under  the  seed  price  guarantee  law  for  the  following  acreages  in  1951; 
12,355  acres  of  flaxseed  for  oil;  37,065  acres  of  two-year  rape  and  turnip- 
rape  (for  1952  harvest);  and  2,470  acres  of  one -year  rape  and  turnip -rape. 

According  to  the  Legation's  estimate,  the  1951  oilseed  crops  will 
yield  about  550  tons  of  raw  linseed  oil,  about  2,420  tons  of  crude  oil 
from  rape  and  turnip -rape  seeds,  and  about  4,410  tons  of  feed  cake  and 
meal.    If  the  37,065-acre  goal  for  this  summer's  sowing  of  the  two-year 
varieties  is  reached,  the  1952  crop  (excluding  one -year  varieties  to 
be  sown  in  the  spring/of  1952)  will  yield  about  6,610  tons  of  rape  and 
turnip -rape  seed  oil  and  about  8,820  tons  of  feed  cake  and  meal. 
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Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 
COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 


COTTON-PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  WORLD  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  world  markets 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  U.S.  gulf -port 
average,  and  taxes  incident  to  exports 


Market  location, 
Kind,  and  quality 


Date 
1951 

]    Unit  of. 
]  weight 

|unit  of 
' currency 

:  Price  in 
:  foreign 
:  currency 

:  Spot 
:  quo- 
:  tat ion 

:  Export 
:  and 
:  inter - 
:  mediate 
:  taxes 

:Kantar 

:  99.05  lbs. 

:Tallari 

:  115*00 

\  66.66 

:  2.96 

ti 

•  " 

•  " 

:  94.00 

:  54. 49 

:  2.96 

It 

,  it 

•  i< 

:  152.00 

:  88.11 

:  2,96 

II 

.  w 

4  » 

:  •    HO. 00 

:  81.15 

:  2.96 

• HfinH v 

7-5 

:  iQk  lbs. 

: Rupee 

11/  770.00 

:  20.50 

:  21.30 

11 

,  11 

'1/  840.00 

:  22.36 

:  21.30 

:Maund 

I—I* 

:  82.28  lbs. 

> 

:  118.00 

:  4-3.26 

•     0*3  no 

II 

,  11 

•  n 

126,00 

:  /+6.20 

,  23.09 

|| 

,  11 

•       •»  - 

:  127.00 

:  46.56 

v  23.09 

: Metric  ton 

7-5 

t  220k. 6  lbs. 

:Peso 

:  2/8000.00 

:  72.58 

!  6.77 

•Sp.  quintal 

7-3  • 

101.4  lbs.  , 

Sol  : 

2/625.00  : 

i  41.22 

:  I8.65 

'!  ! 

i»  ( 

,  11  , 

2/  610.00  : 

40.23 

:  17.64 

It  ; 

11  , 

11  , 

(not  quotted)  : 

Arroba  ; 

7-5  ! 

33.07  lbs.  : 

Cruzeiro: 

2/  325.00  \ 

53.47  I 

2.4$  ad 

11  j 

11  ( 

11  , 

(not  quo; 

ted)  j 

valorem 

11  ■ 

•1  t 

11  , 

2/  335.00  : 

55.12  < 

ti  ti 

11  . 

11  ( 

11  , 

266.00  \ 

43.76  j 

3.0%  ad 

Sp.  quintal  : 

valorem 

11  t 

101 A  lbs.  : 

Peso  : 

2/  290.00  : 

33.06 i 

11.54 

11  . 

Pound  : 

Cent  i 

xxxxx  : 

43.98:' 

Equivalent  U.S. 
cents  per  pound 


Alexandria 

Ashmouni,  Good  

Ashmouni,  FGF  ,. 

Karnak,  Good. ....... 

Karnak,  FGF  

Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine 

Broach  Vijay,  Fine.. 
Karachi 

kF  Punjab,  SG,  Fine. 

289F  Sind,  SG,  Fine. 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B...  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3-1/2. 

Tanguis,  Type  5  

Pima,  Type  1  

Recife 

Mata,  Type  k  

Sertao,  Type  5  

Sertao,  Type  k  

Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5... 
Torreon 

Middling,  15/16"  

Houston-Galveston-New 
Orleans  av.Mid.  15/16 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 

1/  Ceiling  price. 
2/  Nominal. 
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CEILING  PRICES  ON  INDIAN 
COTTON  RAISED 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  June  13,  1951,  that  the  basic 
ceiling  price  of  raw  cotton  would  he  increased  on  September  1  by  Rs.  50 
per  candy  of  78^  pounds  (equivalent  to  1.33  U.S.  cents  a  pound),  according 
to  P.K.  Swamy,  American  Consulate  General,  Bombay.    The  maximum  price  of 
Jarila  with  a  staple  length  of  25/32  inch,  which  is  the  basic  cotton 
variety  recognized  by  the  Trade,  will  be  Rs.  820  per  candy  (21. 83  cents 
a  pound),  compared  with  the  current  ceiling  of  Rs.  770  (20. 50  cents).  The 
announcement  clearly  stated  that  the  increase  in  raw  cotton  prices  will 
not  be  accompanied  by  a  similar  rise  in  ceiling  prices  for  cotton  yarn  and 
cloth  manufactured  from  Indian  cotton. 

The  price  differences  for  variations  in  grade  and  staple,  which 
were  included  under  the  previous  ceilings,  have  been  retained-.  However, 
the  announcement  admitted  that; these  quality  differentials  had  not 
operated  successfully  during  the  1950-51  season,  with  most  of- the  sales 
being  made  at  the  top  ceiling  prices.    The  Government  in  the  coming 
season  plans  to  see  that  these  quality  factors  are  taken  into  consideration 
in  the  prices  paid  for  cotton.    To  accomplish  this,  "Sworn. Surveyors"  will 
survey  the  cotton  regions,  constantly  checking  to  see.  that  the  grade  and 
staple  price  differentials  are  in  use. 

While  the  reaction  to  the  increase  in  ceiling  prices  was  generally 
favorable,  many  members  of  the  Trade  felt  that  the  increase  was  insufficient 
when  the  current  world  price  level  is  considered.    The  Government  action 
in  raising  the  price  ceiling  was  also  mentioned  as  an .effort  to  stimulate 
an  increase  ,in  cotton  production  next  year.    The  price  increase,  however 
is  believed  by  Trade  sources  to  be  too  small  to  make  any  significant 
difference.    In  general,  the  proposed  control  on  the  price  differentials  ■ 
based  on  grade  and  staple,  thereby  lessening  the  mixture  of  good  and 
poor  cot-con  which  occurred  in  1950-51,  was  well  received.    Any  evaluation 
of  the  possible  success  of  this  attempt  of  quality  control  must" be- reserved 
until  the  operation  has  begun  in  the  1951-52  season.  •  . .  •  • 
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